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UK Secretary of State for Business Innovation and 
Skills visits Ricardo in Detroit 
 
The Rt Hon Dr Vince Cable MP, UK Secretary of State for Business 

Innovation and Skills, visited Ricardo’s Detroit Technology Campus today to 

see some of the company’s low carbon emissions technology 

“Ricardo’s advanced engineering approach allows us to quickly meet the demand to develop low carbon-emission 

technology,” said Kent Niederhofer, president of Ricardo’s North American subsidiary, Ricardo Inc. “By combining 

the effective utilization of power and the development of fuel efficient solutions, Ricardo helps automotive, military 

and clean energy clients meet the need to maximize fuel efficient systems.” 
 

Ricardo demonstrated various technological advancements, including: 
 

 Fuel Efficient Demonstrator – a military vehicle in development that aims to improve overall fuel and 

energy efficiency through a systems engineering approach 

 Future Tactical Truck System – a next generation military vehicle developed in just 29 weeks 

 Ethanol Boosted Direct Injection (EBDI) engine – a Ricardo concept that provides the performance of a 

diesel engine at the cost of ethanol fuel 

 The Ricardo  Battery System Development Center – providing engineering and development of 

complete high-voltage battery-pack systems for hybrid, plug-in hybrid and electric vehicles 
 

“Dr Cable is widely known for his efforts to support and advance clean technology, and we thank him for his visit to 

our facilities and the opportunity to show off our technology,” added Niederhofer.  
 

“Ricardo is a great example of the many innovative and successful British businesses at work in Michigan and 

across the US. I was very impressed with the ideas and industry of the company,” said Dr. Cable. “It is clear that 

there are huge opportunities for new technologies to reduce carbon emissions and create jobs in both the US and 

the UK.” 
 

Dr Cable’s visit was part of a series of meetings with automotive companies in the Detroit area, including a visit with 

General Motors Company and Ford Motor Company.  
 

Ends 



  
 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE 
 

Ricardo plc    ●    Shoreham Technical Centre    ●    Shoreham-by-Sea    ●    West Sussex    ●    BN43 5FG    ●    UK 
Telephone: +44 (0)1273 455611    ●    Facsimile +44 (0)1273 464124 
Registered in England No. 222915 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, 
Russia, China, Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic 
consultant to the world’s transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company’s engineering expertise 
ranges from vehicle systems integration, controls, electronics and software development, to the latest driveline and 
transmission systems and gasoline, diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain technologies, as well as wind energy and 
tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to excellence and industry leadership in people, technology and 
knowledge; approximately 70 percent of its employees are highly qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers 
and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc posted sales of £162.8 million in financial year 2010 and is a 
constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index – a group of innovative technology companies listed on the London 
Stock Exchange. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
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